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owing to the dryness of the air. In the month of May I sometimes obtained a difference of more than twenty degrees between the wet and dry bulb thermometer readings. The only rain that fell during the first three months I spent there was brought on in showers by the heavy artillery fire at times during the siege. Otherwise the sky was cloudless and the air calm.
In spite of the excellent climate, Sanaa is an unhealthy city. Typhus fever and malaria are prevalent, though the latter is probably contracted on the way up in most cases. Both Ahmad and I suffered from tertian ague for some time after our arrival. Prolonged residence seems liable to induce a form of anaemia which is cured by a change.
The water-supply is plentiful and good. A perennial stream runs through the valley, and there are many wells both within and without the walls. The purest source is a spring on the lower slopes of the " Gebel Nugoom," to which it is well worth while to send for drinking water if possible.